1 John 4:7-18 
King James Version (KJV) 


7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 


8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 


9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 


10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 


11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 


12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth 
in us, and his love is perfected in us. 


13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his Spirit. 


14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. 


15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in God. 


16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 


17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 


18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 


1 John 4:7-18 
GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 


God’s Love Lives in His People 


7 Dear friends, we must love each other because love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born from God and 
knows God. 8 The person who doesn’t love doesn’t know 
God, because God is love. 9 God has shown us his love by 


sending his only Son into the world so that we could have life 
through him. 10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the payment for our 
sins. 11 Dear friends, if this is the way God loved us, we must 
also love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love 
each other, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 
We know that we live in him and he lives in us because he 
has given us his Spirit. 


14 We have seen and testify to the fact that the Father sent 
his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God lives in those who 
declare that Jesus is the Son of God, and they live in God. 16 
We have known and believed that God loves us. God is love. 
Those who live in God’s love live in God, and God lives in 
them. 


17 God’s love has reached its goal in us. So we look ahead 
with confidence to the day of judgment. While we are in this 
world, we are exactly like him with regard to love. 18 No fear 
exists where his love is. Rather, perfect love gets rid of fear, 
because fear involves punishment. The person who lives in 
fear doesn’t have perfect love. 


“What's Love Got to Do With It? 
1 John 4:7-18 


INTRODUCTION 


| would like to use for a subject a burning question that 
should challenge us as Christians to do more of and if we do 
this it should make us even better Christians in a world that is 
filled with hatred and strife that ask the musical question, 
“WHAT'S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?”. 


John,who was a disciple of Jesus, wrote this book to show 
Christians how to live close to God and other people. This 
book was written about A.D.90 for Christians everywhere and 
in hopes to further challenges on the Christian way of love 
compared to the world's concept of love. 
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2. 
The World's concept of love is that if you love me I'll love 
you back; I'll love you but as long we love each other I'm cool 


with you and you'll be cool with me. They believe that love is 
mostly conditional no matter the cost either way. Sometimes 
the world's concept of love can be twisted, perverted and 
sometimes downright outrages. 


But | am here standing before you today, telling you 
what God has to say about the matter that His concept of 
love is totally differently from the world thinks. In fact, His 
love is better than the world's concept and it works! If only 
you and | would try it not only in the natural eye but in the 
Spiritual eye as well(let the Praisers in the House Praise 
Him!). 


Il. THE TYPES OF LOVE 
There are four (4) types of love. These types of love is 
what C.S. Lewis wrote about based on the Bible. 


Storge (storgé,Greek:otopyn) is liking someone through the 
fondness of familiarity, family members or people who relate 
in familiar ways that have otherwise found themselves 
bonded by chance. An example is the natural love and 
affection of a parent for their child. It is described as the most 
natural, emotive, and widely diffused of loves: natural in that 
it is present without coercion; emotive because it is the result 
of fondness due to familiarity; and most widely diffused 
because it pays the least attention to those characteristics 


4. 


deemed "valuable" or worthy of love and, as a result, is able 
to transcend most discriminating factors. Lewis describes it 
as a dependency-based love which risks extinction if the 
needs cease to be met. 


Affection, for Lewis, included both Need-love and Gift-love. 
He considered it responsible for 9/10th of all solid and lasting 
human happiness. 


Ironically, however, affection's strength is also what makes it 
vulnerable. Affection has the appearance of being "built-in" or 
"ready made", says Lewis, and as a result people come to 
expect it irrespective of their behavior and its natural 
consequences. Both in its Need and its Gift form, affection 
then is liable to 'go bad', and to be corrupted by such forces 
as jealousy, ambivalence and smothering. 


Philia (phi/ia, Greek:g\A(a) is the love between friends as 
close aS siblings In strength and duration. The Friendship is the 
strong bond existing between people who share common 
values, interests or activities. Lewis immediately 
differentiates Friendship Love from the other Loves. He 
describes friendship as, "the least biological, organic, 
instinctive, gregarious and necessary...the least natural of 
loves".Our species does not need friendship in order to 
reproduce, but to the classical and medieval worlds it is a 


higher-level love because it is freely chosen. 


Lewis explains that true friendships, like the friendship 
between David and Jonathan in the Bible, are 
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almost a lost art. He expresses a strong distaste for the way 
modern society ignores friendship. He notes that he cannot 
remember any poem that celebrated true friendship like that 
between David and Jonathan, Orestes and Pylades,Roland and 
Oliver, Amis and Amiles. Lewis goes on to say, "to the 
Ancients, Friendship seemed the happiest and most fully 
human of all loves; the crown of life and the school of virtue. 
The modern world, in comparison, ignores it". 


Growing out of Companionship, friendship for Lewis was a 
deeply Appreciative love, though one which he felt few 
people in modern society could value at its worth, because so 
few actually experienced true friendship. 


Nevertheless, Lewis was not blind to the dangers of 
friendships, such as its potential for cliqueyness, anti- 
authoritarianism, and pride. 


Eros (eros, Greek:€owc) for Lewis was love in the sense of 
‘being in love' or 'loving' someone, as opposed to the raw 
sexuality of what he called Venus: the illustration Lewis uses 
was the distinction between 'wanting a woman' and wanting 
one particular woman -something that matched his (classical) 
view of man as arational animal, a composite both of 
reasoning angel and instinctual alley-cat. Eros turns the need- 
pleasure of Venus into the most appreciative of all 
pleasures;but nevertheless Lewis warned against the modern 
tendency for Eros to become a god to people who fully 
submit themselves to it, a justification for selfishness, even a 
phallic religion. 
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After exploring sexual activity and its spiritual significance in 
both a pagan and a Christian sense, he notes how Eros (or 
being in love) is in itself an indifferent, neutral force: how 
"Eros in all his solendour...may urge to evil as well as 
good".While accepting that Eros can be an extremely 
profound experience, he does not overlook the dark way in 
which it could lead even to the point of suicide pacts or 
murder, as well as to furious refusals to part, "mercilessly 
chaining together two mutual tormentors, each raw all over 
with the poison of hate-in-love". 


Charity(agapé, Greek:ayann) is the love that serves 
regardless of changing circumstances. Lewis 
recognizes this one as the greatest of the other 
three loves, and sees it as a Specifically 
Christian virtue to achieve. The chapter on the 
Subject focuses on the need to subordinate the 
other three natural loves—as Lewis puts it, "The 
natural loves are not self-sufficient"-—to the love 
of God, who is full of charitable love, to prevent 
what he termed their '‘demonic' self-aggrandizement. 
Lewis did not actually use the word agape although 
Later commentators did. 


lil. Conclusion 


Tina Turner once asked the question, “What's Love Got to 
Do With it.” Well Ms Turner, love has everything to do with it 
because John 3:16 says “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
7. 


Love has to do with it because when the Gospel writer 


picked up his pen and wrote,-”We love him, because he first 
loved us” ‘1 John 4:19. 

Love has to do with it because 1 John 4:18 says “ 7here /s 
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in 
love.” 

Yes, love has something to do with it because 

- “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends.” 

What's love got to do with? Everything. Remember, the 
words penned by Paul when he said And above all these 
things [put on] charity, which is the bond of perfectness 


Love is the way because that's what God wanted 
because He Is love very simply, ”...but God shows love for us 
that while we were sinners, Christ died for us” 

Will you accept Him today? 


